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Continuing Education
Don Ramon met Adelia twelve years ago when she was a student at the Tewecado in Cerocahui but lost track
of her over the years following her sixth-grade graduation. As it turns out, Adelia was not one of the educational success stories: instead of in school, she
found herself in the fields, doing farm labor for the
agricultural industry around Los Mochis. Adelia
remembered Don Ramon, however: last fall she
tracked him down and asked him to help her return
to school. “How could I refuse?” was his only observation. And so, Adelia is now back in high
school.
In all Don Ramon supports 43 students from
over 15 villages throughout the Sierra Tarahumara. With his help, students receive tuition,
room and board and transportation
“scholarships” in order to continue their studies in high school and college. The Tewecado
Trust provides financial backing to enable him
to continue this life-altering mission.

Adelia while a student in Cerocahui and later as a
farmworker in Los Mochis
No Rest for the Weary …

Despite – or because of – COVID19 restrictions, there has been plenty for the teachers
and sisters to do at the Tewecado. Over the
past year, different cohorts of Tarahumara students have been rotating in and out of the
boarding school. For example, the 35 students
who just learned to ride bicycles (see story on
back) have now returned to their “ranchos” and
another group has come to take their place. In
the meantime, the school staff must prepare
lessons for both on-site students and remote
learners and gather and deliver food items to
the families. Whew!

Bicycle Bliss

This year the Tewecado fourth graders had a bit of a jolt: in order to
pass physical education they had to learn to ride a bike – their grade
depended on it. The school’s vehicle inventory was abysmal: three bicycles - including a beat-up old men’s bike - and a trike. And, once
word got out, not just the fourth graders, but all 35 girls currently staying at the school were clamoring for lessons. “It was quite a challenge,”
Madre Bego understated. “Everyone had to wait their turn.” Most
would not go near the ‘gigantic’ men’s bike. Bego managed to
scrounge another girl’s bike so the afternoon practice sessions could
continue apace.
“It was a joy to watch them find ways to accommodate each other,”
Bego added. There were lots of scrapes and falls. But, once they were
more confident, the older girls gave rides to the younger ones, and often, two girls at a time would share a bike. In the midst of the pandemonium, the kindergartners took on the tricycle – and succeeded! “It
really raised their self-esteem to see that they could learn to ride.”
Their efforts paid off. Not only did everyone learn to ride a bike or a
trike, but the fourth graders all earned a “10” on their physical education unit. But, said Bego, “The greatest joy for us was that these girls,
many of whom had never even seen a bicycle, learned to use one –
even the big men’s bike. How satisfying it is to know that there is no
obstacle that can’t be overcome when there is an enormous desire to
better oneself.”

Día de los Niños Delights
Mexico loves her children and has a special day to celebrate
them every year. El Día de los Niños – Children’s Day – was
April 30 this year and the Sisters in Cerocahui, Madera and
Norogachi were able to provide a good time for all thanks in
part to our Tewecado donors. Among the special “doings”
were visits from clowns, special snacks and candies, and in
Cerocahui, a smiley-face cake for each student to take home
to their families.

Memorials

George & Nina Masek by Molly Stahl
Molly Beth by Dennis & Suzy Martinek
Peggy Hershberger by Gene Hershberger
Trisha Pedroia by Martha Rowley
Diane Wing by Richard Wing
George & Jeannette Ham by Robert Katrein
Trisha Pedroia by Anonymous
Laurence Ettari by Mary Ettari
Bob Mitchell by Catherine Devanney

In Honor of

Robert Katrein by Linda Barba
Marilyn Katrein by Michael Katrein
Charlie Hunter by Martha Rowley

