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What a welcome!
What’s wiggly, giggly and pink all over? Ninety-two little
Tarahumara girls all dressed alike rushing to hug a couple
of American visitors! It had been a little over a year since
we (Jim and Ann) had visited the school in Cerocahui, and
the welcome was warm and wonderful. Spilling out of the
church after mass, the girls pulled us along to the school,
where they showered us with greetings and thanks in Rarámuri, Spanish and English (thanks to a new Englishspeaking teacher at the school) before performing their typical dances, the Pascol and Matachin. One look between
us said it all: this is why we do this.

Projecting the future
The Trust has been supporting the school’s latest project to the tune of $64,000 … and what a production it is!
The new two-story building is attached to the existing dormitory and will house showers, laundry facilities,
locker room, and gathering spaces all in one place. As of this writing, it was about 75% complete. The spaces
vacated upon completion of the project will be remodeled to provide indoor study rooms for the girls.
Because of the difficulties in obtaining professional services in such a remote location, Madre Bego took
full advantage of the project architect during the original site visit. As a result, the school now has a multiyear master plan to address several repair issues and a wish list including a new, more secure pantry area,
guest quarters and a separate dining room for the primary school.
While it is likely that Madre Bego will be reassigned after this school year, her new role in governance in
the order will enable her to identify a successor to carry out her vision. The Tewecado Trust has made it clear
to the Sisters that continuity and follow-through are key factors in our continued support of capital projects.

Leaving a legacy
We aren’t going anywhere … but how do
we ensure that The Tewecado Trust carries on its mission after we’re gone? It’s
a question that’s been on the minds of
our board members as we ponder ways to
“institutionalize” our work so it continues into the future. Managing our endowment is key to this approach, complicated somewhat by the cross-border nature of our support. But solutions exist,
and the board is investigating potential
partnerships both in the U.S. and Mexico. Stay tuned! We will share details
of our succession planning efforts as
they become available.

Trailing tourism
U.S. and Canadian tourism to the
Copper Canyon region nosedived after the Great Recession.
Although Mexican national tourism has increased, in part due to
increased amenities in the Divisadero area, fewer folks are stopping at the school in Cerocahui. An
added blow, Ferromex recently reduced its train schedules so first-class
trains are stopping less often. While
The Tewecado Trust provides substantial support to the school, tour-group
visitors to the school were a continuing source of cash flow that has now
essentially dried up. Please consider a
gift for operational expenses when you
write your check to The Tewecado
Trust.

Memorial Donations

George & Nina Masek by Holly Masek Stahl
Laurence Ettari by Mary Kay Attari
Diane Wing by Richard Wing
Sue Stilwell by Neil Arbegast
Mary Beth by Dennis & Suzy Martinek
Bob Mitchell by Catherine Devanney
Trisha Pedroia by Martha Rowley & Anonymous

In honor of

Bob & Marilyn Katrein by Michael Katrein
Robert Katrein by Linda Barba
Charlie Hunter by Martha Rowley

Your dollars at work
In addition to Cerocahui, we continue to broaden our support of
indigenous education in other
parts of the Sierra Tarahumara.
Over the past year, your donations have paid for teacher salaries and utility bills in Madera,
purchased computers in Guadalupe y Calvo and helped pay expenses for Tarahumara students
attending university in Chihuahua
City. ¡Gracias a todos!

